LIAM IS A HEALTHY FOUR-

YEAR-OLD BOY WITH ROSY
CHEEKS, SPARKLING EYES
AND A DELIGHTFUL SMILE,
AT THE ACE OF TWO HE WAS
DIAGNOSED WITH AUTISM.

The experts predicied he would
never tatk. With the help of an
innovative progrem, committad
perents and dediceted volunteers,
Liam is proving the experts wrong.
Today his vocabulary is growing
steadily, and he is able to make

sentences out of the words he
knows. He no longer lives in “his
own little world,” now making
significant eye confact and interact-
ing with others, However. in arder
for Liam's remarkable progress to

continue, more volunteers are needed.

ALlsm i€ an increasingly commaon
and extraordinarily complex
discrder. lts symploms vary from
one child to another, and no
single cause: has been idendified.
Effective treatment must therefore
be as multi-facsted as the problem.
Jontathan Aldersan, a Toronio based
"autism treatment specialist” with

a Masters from Hanvard University,
has developed such a pragram—
Intensive Multi-Treatment Interven-
tion. IMTI uses a wide variety of
techniques to customize treatment
programs, drawing fram three
main areas of research—biological
treatment (including diel);
behavicural and cognitive
education; famiiy and therapist
attitudingl training. Since IMTI

is primarily & home-hased program

preparing children for successful
transition 1o school, children fike
Liam are able to receive ils benefils
aventy-four hours a day, seven
days a week.

Liam’s preschaol years provide the
optimal window of opporiunity in
his fight against autism. ideally,

he would spend between forty

and sixty hours of his week with
volunieer therapists in the play
room. The volunieer therzpist's
role is o use an attiude of love,
acceptence and playfulness along
with specific techniques te build

a strong rapport with Liam. Then,
highly structured teaching segments
are used to introduce an In-cepth
curriculum.

Another impartant element of the
progrem, in prepargtion foe school,
uses peer aged “play dates.”
Children between the ages of

tour and six-years-old come into
the home and spend supeivised
playtime wilh Liam.

Liam's mom, Nancy, firmly believes
volunteer therapisis have grown

personally twough their Lime with
Liam. “Peaple who are normally
very guiet and shy ane frained in
a program based on accepiance
= they don't feel judged.” says
Nancy. “Liam s most atiracted to
the “un child’ in someone. The
prograim brings out the real you.”

“Family life rizht now is centered on
Liam's special needs, so that one
day we'll be able to have a nomal
family [ife together,” says Nancy. For
Liam’s parents the goal is to lose the
autistic diagnesis for their son, They
know of cther tamilies who have
accomplished exactly that through
the IMTI program. In order to
succeed they need the help of
enthusiastic, energetic, creative

and caring volunteers,

Could your child be a playmate

for Liam? Do you have a couple

of hours per week 10 invest in the
lite o a spedial neecs child? For
more information on {his wonderful
opportunity, please contact

Nancy at 725-8255, or email
noncy-truce@rogers.com.
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